CHAPTER XIV.
THE UNION OF CASTILLE AND  LEON.

"WHY did not the Christians profit-moreby the divisions
of the Moors ? Ultimately they gained ; but they were
far too unsettled and disunited to make any great effort
in the common cause. Indeed, they were not unwil-
ling either to hire out their swords to the Moors, or to
obtain Moorish aid against their enemies ; and both
religion and morals were at a low ebb amongst them.
The^difference was that Islam had done its very best
in forming such civilisation as that of the Ommeyad ;
while Christianity, though at a low ebb in the Spanish
mountains, had infinite possibilities.

The kingdom of Leon had prospered under the
regency of Elvira, the widow of Bermudo III., who
bred up her son, Alfonso V., to much excellence. He
rebuilt Leon, fortified Zamora, and hoped to take
Viseo ; but while reconnoitring without his armour
he was killed by an arrow from the walls, when only
thirty-four years old, in 1027, leaving two children,
Bermudo III. and Sancha, both very young.

Castille had likewise a young count. That Garcia
who had been typified by Al Mansour's stag, had left a
son named Sancho. Of him a strange story is told